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Welcome to Apple Class! 

Our topic for the first half term will be 
Nursery Rhymes. The second half 
term will be Space and Christmas. 
We hope that the following information 
will give you more of an idea as to 
what your child will be learning over 
the coming year. 
 

Communication and Language 

We will primarily focus on developing 
the children’s speaking and listening 
skills as well as their ability to 
understand and respond to 
instructions and questions during 
register, circle, story and singing time. 
We will also be encouraging the 
children to develop vocabulary that 
links to the topics we explore. The 
children will take part in short daily 
phonics sessions to encourage 
identification of familiar sounds and 
explore new ones. Should you wish to 
help your child at home you will find 
useful information on the Little Wandle 

website.   

The role play areas will further 
encourage the children to develop 
their literacy skills and enable them to 
be imaginative and to develop their 
social skills too. 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

This area underpins the rest of the 
Nursery curriculum so we will spend a 
great deal of the first term encouraging 
the children to separate from their 
carer, make new friends, take turns, 
share with others and follow the 
Nursery rules. We will have regular 
‘circle time’ sessions to talk about 
issues in Nursery and will do our best 
to ensure that the children’s transition 
from their home environment to 
Nursery is as smooth as possible. 

Physical Development 

The children will take part in a weekly 
PE session to develop their gross 
motor skills. Activities will include ring 
games and using PE apparatus. We 
also have our outdoor play area which 
gives the children access to large play 
equipment and encourages them to 
climb, crawl, jump, run and explore 
other ways of moving. They will also 
take part in activities to develop their 
fine motor skills such as using scissors 
to cut along a line or around objects, 
using tweezers to pick up small items, 

and using various hand held writing 
tools to make marks. Most importantly 
we will focus on ensuring the children 
can dress themselves independently 
for the outdoors e.g. put on their own 
coat and fasten the zip and attend to 
their personal hygiene e.g. use the 
toilet, pull their trousers up/down, and 
wash their hands. 

Literacy 

The children will listen to and join in 
with familiar Nursery Rhymes and 
learn some new ones. Through using 
a range of stories linked to our topics, 
the children will be encouraged to 
sequence the stories and identify the 
characters and settings. The children 
will also be encouraged to retell the 
stories through role play. They will 
begin to practise early letter formation 
through a range of activities including 
sand, water (on various surfaces in the 
nursery playground), paint, chalk and 
pen/pencil. Core books will be sent 
home for you to share with your child 
and these will be changed on a 
Wednesday each week. Please make 
sure you record your child’s 
reading in their reading journal. 

Library sessions will be on Monday. 
Children will get the chance to explore 
a variety of books.  

 
 

 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-1-games.html


Mathematics 

We will be developing the children’s 
early maths skills including number, 
shape and pattern. The children will 
have access to a variety of practical 
counting, sorting and matching 
activities to encourage them to count 
in sequence and recognise numbers 
from 0-5, 5-10 and 10+. Where 
appropriate children will also be 
encouraged to record numbers with 
marks, pictures, and objects. Children 
will be taking part in activities involving 
2D shape and pattern, including 
looking at the shapes and patterns in 
their environment.  

Understanding of the World 

Inside the nursery, the role play area is 
a Home Corner to enable the children 
to share their experiences of home. 
We will spend time learning about 
family traditions so please let us know 
if there are any special occasions you 
celebrate. The role play area outside is 
a supermarket and our outdoor area 
also includes a mud kitchen as well as 
a bug hotel and digging area. The 
children have access to various 
technological devices we have in the 
classroom, such as the Clevertouch 
board, Beebots, digital cameras and 
the CD player.  

We are also pleased to inform you that 
the children will attend a weekly  

Forest School session on a Friday. 
Children will experience many different 
activities which take place in a natural 
outdoor environment. This will help to 
develop children socially, emotionally, 
physically and intellectually. We would 
kindly ask that all children are 
provided with waterproof clothing 
and wellington boots to be kept at 
school. 

Expressive Arts and Design 

The children will be taking part in lots 
of activities to extend and encourage 
their creativity. Activities include 
painting, drawing, designing, model 
making, and cooking (if your child has 
any food allergies please let us know). 
They will be able to use props to 
develop role-play activities in the 
Home Corner and Supermarket. 
Weekly music sessions will allow them 
to explore the sounds of instruments 
and songs. The children will also take 
part in the EYFS Christmas Play in 
December!  

Supporting your child at home: 

If you would like to support your child’s 
learning at home here are some 
suggestions:- 

• Encourage your child to dress 
themselves independently and ensure 
they are able to fasten their zips, 
buttons and Velcro 

•Encourage them to manage their 
personal hygiene e.g. use the toilet 
and wash their hands 

 • Share books and read with your 
child – this can include encouraging 
them to make up a story to go along 
with the pictures 

• Count everyday objects – on the way 
to and from Nursery, around the home 
or in the supermarket 

• Encourage your child to practice 
mark making with you e.g. shopping 
lists, birthday cards and notes 

• Use puzzles and scissors to 
encourage your child to develop their 
fine motor skills  

Please remember to check your child’s 
book bag daily for work they have 
done in Nursery. We will also put 
notices on Google Classroom to 
remind you of important dates, events, 
school closures, etc. 

If you have any questions, queries or 
concerns about your child, please do 
not hesitate to speak to us. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Smith and Miss Thomson 
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