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Dear Parents and Carers of Apple Class,

Our topics this term are:
Spring Term 1 - Arctic and Antarctic
Spring Term 2 — Dinosaurs

Communication and Language

The children will be encouraged to continue to
develop their speaking and listening skills
during play and carpet time sessions. We will
be developing children’s questioning skills as
well as encouraging them to respond to adult’s
questions with topic related vocabulary. The
children will be playing listening and sound
games in line with their phonics development
and taking part in ‘Show and Tell’ on a Friday
(the sound of the week list is on Google
Classroom for your information).

Personal, Social and Emotional
Development

This is a very important part of nursery
life and during their time at nursery we
will be encouraging the children to:
make new friends and relationships;
take turns and share with others; as
well as developing independence in
tidying up and dressing themselves for
playing outdoors. We have school
values and nursery rules that we
expect the children to adhere to and
have regular ‘circle time’ sessions to
talk about issues in Nursery and in the
wider environment. We will continue to
award Star of the Day to one child at
the end of every session, a Star of the
Week and a Values Ambassador at the
end of each week and an Always
Achiever at the end of every half term.

Nursery will continue to take part in a regular
P.E. sessions on a Wednesday, Your child
must not be wearing any jewellery on this day.
Earrings should be removed prior to the
lesson. Our P.E. sessions will focus on space,
shape, and movement activities. This will be
alongside all of the other opportunities the
children have for physical play both inside and
outside of the nursery classroom. We will also
be encouraging the children to do their zips up
on their coats and take shoes on and off
unaided.

Literacy
Story books, poetry and rhymes will be the

starting point for covering our topics. The
children will be read to and encouraged to
respond to themed stories and rhymes and
readily turn it into their play. Throughout the
term the children will be introduced to and
encouraged to mark make/write for a variety of
different purposes. These will include activities
such as writing in the role play and in the
writing area. They will practise pre-letter and
name letter formation in a range of fun
contexts, for example: drawing in sand and
painting over chalk patterns / letters. We will
be following the Little Wandle phonics
programme. Nursery focus on rhyme, please
click on the link should you wish to familiarise
yourself with the Nursery Rhymes videos
taught in the class.

For parents | Letters and Sounds

Through number and maths activities we will
be encouraging the children to use
mathematical language in their play, count a
collection of objects accurately and match one
number to one object. The children will also be
encouraged to recognise numbers 0 to 5, then
10 and beyond. The children will also be
encouraged to make comparisons of length
and weight and also put animals/dinosaurs in
size order. During role play activities the
children will be encouraged to use measuring
instruments, for example: weighing scales and
tape measures. We will be looking at
‘measurement’ language and encouraging the
children to develop their Maths vocabulary.


https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabNurseryRhymesVideos

Understanding the world
As well as looking at seasonal change

(especially Winter), we will research how
animals can live in the cold weather and the
children will experience touching and playing
with ice and will be encouraged to predict what
will happen, for example discussing the
change from solid to liquid. They will have an
opportunity to make a dinosaur swamp which
will involve collecting natural objects around
the garden. We have a computer and an
interactive board in the classroom where the
children will learn to manoeuvre a mouse and
begin to choose an appropriate programme
from the main menu.

Expressive Arts and Design
Throughout the term the children will be

singing songs and rhymes around our topics
as well as taking part in many art and creative
activities linked to this as well. The role play
areas will change every half term so that the
children can experience these topics through
imaginative play. The children will have an
opportunity to assist in the development of
these areas, by collecting resources, making
signs, and helping to set up the areas.

Forest School

Forest school will continue to be on a Friday.
Please ensure the children are wearing
suitable warm clothes on this day.

Library

Our Library session will continue to be on
Monday. Please ensure that library books are
kept at home for the week and returned by
Friday.

The children can almost now all put their coats
on independently! The next step is to
encourage them to do up their coats,
especially during this cold season, so please
could you practise this at home too!

Although we encourage the children to empty
their trays every day, please could you remind
them to check their tray on a regular basis for
any paintings / drawings etc.

Please also ensure you log on to Google
Classroom regularly to read any notices to
avoid missing news of any events.

If you have any questions, queries or would
like to speak to us about your child, please do
not hesitate to speak to a member of the
Nursery Team.

Thank you for your continued support!

Mrs Smith and Miss Thomson
Places 1o visit:

Natural History Museum Link
London Zoo Link



https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/dinosaurs.html
https://www.londonzoo.org/whats-here/habitats/penguin-beach

	 

