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Dear Sue,
Short Inspection - Dulverton Primary School — 19 September 2017

We are writing to congratulate you and your staff on the verification that Dulverton
Primary School continues to be a good schooal, following the short Ofsted inspection
in September. The inspector acknowledged the resilience shown by you and the
school community following the tragic death of an important member of your team.
He recognised the determination you have shown to maintain a focus on the children;
securing positive outcomes and a strong ethos. The inspector was clear that pupils
feel safe and well-cared-for in school. It was lovely to read the quote from one of your
pupils said:

‘Teachers are really friendly at this school and they help us. They show us how to be
friendly to each other and to help each other.’

It is pleasing to read the letter from the inspector, in which he recognises your
determined and dedicated leadership. He found your self-evaluation to be accurate;
also the actions taken to tackle minor weaknesses had been effective. In the letter,
the inspector describes the impact of your efforts, for example:

‘You and your team have rightly prioritised that girls develop secure reading skills in
Years 1 and 2 through a variety of strategies, including by your employing a
specialist teacher. As a result, girls of all abilities read fluently and with expression,
using their phonics knowledge to help them tackle unfamiliar words.’

The leadership team’s passion for ensuring every child achieves their best is evident
in the way that you have successfully ensured that all teachers plan activities for
pupils to extend their writing and mathematical skills in a range of curriculum
subjects. This has resulted in pupils developing stamina and resilience when they are
challenged in their learning. .

You have established a strong culture of safeguarding within the school, which is
highly valued by your families, because the vast majority indicated this on the parent
view guestionnaire.
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We are aware of the hard work and dedication you, your staff and governors have
put into enhancing the quality of provision across the whole school, ensuring all
pupils in particular the most able are challenged appropriately:

‘your team have strengthened the curriculum to ensure that the most able pupils,
including those who are disadvantaged, are routinely stretched in their learning.’

We really do appreciate the hard work that you, your staff and governors have put in
to achieving this result during a very difficult time. Our thoughts have been with you.
Please do pass on our best wishes to everyone.

We wish you continued success as you lead the school forward towards an
outstanding judgement at your next inspection. We hope to be able to visit the
school soon and have asked Sarah Morgan to contact you to find a mutually
convenient time.

With best wishes.
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Jacky Tiotto Councillor John Fuller
Director of Children’s Services Cabinet Member for Education



