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Assessment Policy

Dulverton Primary School is committed to achieving the UNICEF Rights
Respecting School Award.

This Policy relates to Articles 28 and 29 of the UN Convention of the Rights of the
Child which states:

Article 28 (right to education) Every child has the right to an education. Primary education
must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child.
Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights. Richer countries must
help poorer countries achieve this.

Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It
must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents,
their own and other cultures, and the environment.
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Aims

Assessment is an essential and ongoing dialogue between teacher and child. It should develop,
support and extend all aspects of pupils’ learning and identify their achievements through a
manageable system integrated with planning.

This policy aims to:

Provide clear guidelines on our approach to formative and summative assessment
Establish a consistent and coherent approach to recording summative assessment
outcomes and reporting to parents

e Ensure statutory requirements are met
Enable teachers to communicate effectively pupils’ achievements to parents, governors
and other responsible parties

Principles of Assessment at Dulverton Primary School

At Dulverton Primary School, we see assessment as an integral part of teaching and learning,
and it is inextricably linked to our curriculum.

Years 1to 6

PiXL Primary is used from Years 1-6 for our formative assessment in Reading, Maths and
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling. This enables teachers to identify which children need
additional intervention to close ‘gaps in learning’ using PiXL Therapies. PiXL tests are
undertaken termly by children and the outcomes are closely monitored by the teacher
alongside the Raising Standards Leader. Additionally, we moderate writing across year groups,
key stages and with other local schools on a termly basis to ensure our judgements are sound.

In addition, Little Wandle phonics assessment is carried out half termly in Reception and Year
1. Thisis recorded to produce a reading level for each pupil as well as identifying any children
who need additional support in phonics. This is continued throughout the school for children

who still require additional phonics support.

This information feeds into our summative assessment data which is tracked on Pupil Asset,
our whole school Management Information System.

The impact of the formative and summative assessment combined enables :

e The Senior Leadership Team to monitor the performance of children cohorts, alongside
the impact of interventions. To work with teachers to ensure children are supported to
achieve at least expected progress and attainment

e Teachers to evaluate learning and the impact of their own teaching
Pupils to understand how well they have learned and understood a topic or course of
work taught over a period of time. It should be used to provide feedback on how they
canimprove
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e Parents to stay informed about the achievement and progress of their child
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

The ‘EYFS profile’ is used to make accurate judgements about each pupil’s attainment at the end
of EYFS. This is through:

e The statutory Reception Baseline Assessment which is undertaken on entry to the
Reception Year
Daily practice including observations of children’s development and progress
Discussions held with all adults in EYFS about individual children’s development
and next steps

e Observations of children’s’ achievements are recorded in their learning journey books
which are shared with parents
Summative data is recorded on Pupil Asset termly
An end of year report is provided to all parents/carers on their child’s
development against the seven areas of learning

e At the end of the Reception Year, children are assessed against the Early Learning
Goals for each area of learning

Nationally Standardised Summative Assessment

At Dulverton Primary School we ensure that all statutory requirements are met. Nationally
standardised summative assessments include:

e The Reception Baseline assessment which is undertaken on entry to the Reception
Year

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) profile at the end of the Reception Year
Phonics screening check in Year 1

Y4 Multiplication test

National Curriculum tests and teacher assessments for Key Stage 2 (Year 6)

The data is analysed by the Raising Standards Leader and Senior Leadership Team and informs
the School Development Plan.

Attainment

The information from both tests and teacher assessments is used to inform pupil progress
discussion and to assure accurate judgements are made. Comparisons are made with national
data to check that individual pupils, cohorts and groups are on track to meet their targets.
Vulnerable groups/specific individual children are also identified and tracked carefully.

Progress

Progress is measured using progress matrices from the pupil’s current attainment from a
chosen starting point (e.g. outcomes from a previous Key Stage).

Progress and Attainment is checked for reliability by:
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A shared language of assessment (see appendix)

Quality assurance including lesson observations, learning walks, drop-ins, book
scrutiny

Pupil Progress meetings

Internal moderation within and across year groups

External moderation with local schools

External visitors

Reporting to Parents/Carers

Parents/carers have the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress at Learning Review
Meetings twice a year. Children are invited to these meetings to discuss their progress and
next steps with their teachers and parents/carers.

Pupil reports are sent electronically to parents/carers on an annual basis in the Summer term,
with paper copies provided on request. These reports provide parents with:

e Brief details of achievements in the foundation subjects forming part of the school
curriculum, highlighting strengths and areas for development

e Comments on progress particularly in the core subjects

e Arrangements for discussing the report with the pupil’s teacher

e The pupil's attendance record

e Theresults of any tests taken, both internal and external
Inclusion

The principles of this assessment policy applies to all pupils, including those with special
educational needs or disabilities.

Assessment is used diagnostically to contribute to the early and accurate identification of
pupils’ special educational needs and any requirements for support and intervention.

We use meaningful ways of measuring all aspects of progress, including communication, social
skills, physical development, resilience and independence. We will have the same high
expectations of all pupils.

For pupils working below the national expected level of attainment, our assessment
arrangements considers progress relative to pupil starting points.

Training

Teachers are given training in assessment on a regular basis to ensure that all teachers have a
good understanding of the assessment practices at Dulverton Primary School The Raising
Standards Leader is responsible for ensuring that all staff are kept up to date with good
practice. New staff receive induction training in assessment systems to ensure they can use it
to best effect.
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Roles and Responsibilities
Governors:
Governors are responsible for:

e Familiarising themselves with statutory assessment systems as well as how the school’s
own system of non-statutory assessment captures the attainment and progress of all
pupils, in particular the named governor for assessment

e Holding school leaders to account for improving pupil and staff performance by
rigorously analysing assessment data

The Head Teacher and Raising Standards Leader
The Head Teacher and Raising Standards Leader are responsible for:

Ensuring that the policy is adhered to

Monitoring standards in core and foundation subjects

Analysing pupil progress and attainment, including individual pupils and specific groups
Prioritising key actions to address underachievement

Reporting to governors on all key aspects of pupil progress and attainment, including
current standards and trends over previous years

Teachers

Teachers are responsible for following the assessment procedures outlined in this policy.

Monitoring

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Raising Standards Leader. At every review, the
policy will be shared with the governing body. All teaching staff are expected to read and follow
this policy.

The Raising Standards Leader will monitor the effectiveness of assessment practices across the
school, through pupil progress meetings, moderation, lesson observations and book scrutinies.
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Appendix

Statutory Assessment Language

EYFS

Early Learning Goal

Good Level of Development

Pupils will be defined as having a GLD if they
achieve at least the expected level in the
three prime areas of learning and the specific
areas of literacy and mathematics.

KS1&2

Working at a greater depth of expected
standard

Expected standard

Working towards expected standard

Below expected standard

Pre-key stage

Dulverton Assessment Language

‘Partners in Excellence’ - a non-profit organisation whichis a
collaboration of schools focussed on improving outcomes

Based on current rate of progress, will secure Above Expected
Standard

Based on current rate of progress, will securely achieve Expected
Standard. With the right forensic support, has the potential to achieve
Above Expected Standard
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Based on current rate of progress, will secure Expected Standard

Based on current rate of progress is likely to achieve Expected
Standard but may require some additional support

Based on current rate of progress, will not achieve Expected Standard
but with the right forensic support, has the potential to do so

Requires specialist support

Children who are A2 or E2 and need extra
support to reach their potential

Describes pupil working at/above expected
in Reading, Writing and Maths

Wildly Important Goal

This is our reasonable ambitious goal. It is set
for each year group within the first term and
represents the sum attainment of each
pupil’s performance on their best day.

Question Level Analysis

Point in Time Assessments

Learning is assessed against what has been
taught to date and learner’s achievements
are compared against the expected levels of
understanding to that ‘point in time’
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Weighting of evidence used to support PITA Attainment predictions in Reading, GPS and
Mathematics

eacher Assessment Weighting PIXL Test Weighting

100% 0%
80% 20%
50% 50%
40% 60%
30% 70%
20% 80%
10% 90%
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