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School Uniform Policy

Dulverton Primary School is committed to achieving the UNICEF Rights
Respecting School Award.

This Policy relates to Articles 2 of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child which
states:

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without
discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, sex, religion, language, abilities or any other
status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family background.
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We strongly agree with the then Secretary of State for Education Nadhim Zahawi that,
‘School uniform provides a sense of identity and community for children and young
people, and should be a real source of pride. But it must never be a burden for parents
or a barrier to pupils accessing education. (November 2021)

We believe that school uniform plays an important part in:

supporting positive behaviour and discipline;

developing and promoting the ethos of the school;

providing a sense of belonging and identity;

supporting teaching and learning;

promoting a sense of pride in the school;

promoting a sense of community and belonging towards the school;
promoting equality;

supporting health and safety;

setting an appropriate tone for education; and

creating a common identity amongst pupils regardless of background and therefore
acting as a social leveller

We also believe school uniforms help reduce bullying and peer pressure to wear the
latest fashions or other expensive clothes.

We acknowledge that we have an obligation under the Human Rights Act 1998 to
protect and to accommodate the rights of individuals to display their religious or
cultural dress. Any request based on social or cultural grounds for pupils to wear other
items of clothing, other than or in addition to the specified school uniform, will be
considered.

We are aware that a greater number of pupils are questioning their gender identity
than in the past. Therefore, our uniform will be gender neutral; This means that all
pupils are free to select any item to wear from the school uniform list provided

We have a moral duty to keep costs low for parents and carers. Therefore, we will
ensure that our school uniform is affordable and provides the best value.

We will ensure that:

e allitems of uniform including PE kit will be costed and taken into account;

e no pupil will be discouraged from participating in any aspect of school life, such as
inter school competitions, because of the cost of additional uniform requirements;

e branded items are kept to a minimum;

e uniform supplier arrangements give the highest priority to cost and value for money
including the quality and durability of the garment;

e second-hand uniforms are available for parents and carers to acquire.
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Annually we will consider:

e the cost of school uniform;

e not dictating different items of clothing on the basis of sex or gender;

e only stipulating basic items and colours for uniforms so that they can be bought
from a range of suppliers;

e limiting logos on items;

e the procedure for purchasing second hand uniform;

e being flexible during extreme weather conditions, for example allowing pupils to
wear their PE kits in very hot weather;

Where changes to our policy need to be made following these considerations, we will
invite all stakeholders to share their views. Parents/carers and pupils will be informed a
term in advance of any changes to this policy coming into effect.

We will work closely with the School Council to hear their views and opinions.

We have a commitment to promote equality and a responsibility to ensure that it
permeates into all aspects of school life. We want everyone connected with this school
to feel safe, secure, valued and of equal worth. We believe that this policy is in line with
the Equality Act 2010 as it is fair and does not prioritise or disadvantage any pupil,
therefore helping to promote equality at Dulverton Primary School.

Aims

e To ensure pupils wear school uniform in order to support positive behaviour and
discipline, to develop the school ethos and to support effective teaching and
learning.

e To ensure school uniform is affordable and will never be a burden for parents or
carers

e To ensure that school uniform will never be a barrier to pupils accessing education.

Role of the Governing Body
The Governing Body will:

e Ensure that this policy is appropriate for our school’s context;

e Support the Head Teacher in implementing the School Uniform Policy fairly across
the school;

e Take into account the views of pupils and parents/carers;

e Offer auniform that is appropriate, practical and safe;

e Ensure that supplier arrangements give the highest priority to cost and value for
money

The practical application of this policy will be reviewed annually or when the need
arises by the Head Teacher and governors.
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Role of the Head Teacher

The Head Teacher will:

work in conjunction with the Senior Leadership Team to ensure all stakeholders are
aware of and comply with this policy;

ensure this policy is published on the school website and available to all
parents/carers including prospective pupils;

ensure arrangements are in place so that second-hand uniforms are available for
parents/carers to acquire;

monitor the effectiveness of this policy by speaking with pupils, parents, school
staff and governors;

annually report to the Governing Body on the success and development of this

policy.

Role of School Staff

School staff will;

lead by example dressing in a professional and appropriate manner;

be of a neat and tidy appearance;

expect all pupils to comply with this policy and closely monitor them to ensure that
they wear the correct uniform; They will give any pupils and families breaching the
Uniform Policy the opportunity to comply. Children in Key Stage 1 and above will
be reminded of the correct uniform by their class teacher in the first instance; This
will be recorded on our management information system. If a second breach
occurs, the child’s class teacher will inform the school office, who will contact their
parents/carers. Any subsequent breaches will result in the child wearing a spare
uniform and will be followed up by a member of the Senior Leadership Team if the
situation doesn’t improve. Ongoing breaches of our Uniform Policy will be dealt
with by the Head Teacher. In cases where it is suspected that financial hardship has
resulted in a pupil not complying with this Uniform Policy, staff will take a mindful
and considerate approach to resolving the situation.

Role of Pupils

Pupils will:

be aware of and comply with this policy by wearing correct uniform on the school
premises, travelling to and from school and out-of-school events/trips where
required;

change into their PE kits at the end of the school day for after school sports clubs
co-sign and abide by the Home School Agreement;

liaise with the School Council about any improvements to this policy.
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Role of Parents/Carers

Parents/carers will:

e be aware of and comply with this policy by ensuring their children wear school
uniform at all times;

be contacted if their child is not wearing the correct uniform;

ensure that their child's uniformis clean and good repair;

ensure that PE kits are only worn into school on the child’s PE days;

sign and abide by the Home School Agreement;

lodge any complaints or objections related to school uniform in accordance with

our school’s Complaints Policy.

School Uniform

Branded items can be purchased from:

Caseys Schoolwear, 246 Blackfen Rd, Sidcup DA15 8PW
Telephone: 020 8850 8645
Website: https://www.caseysschoolwear.co.uk/

Unbranded items can be bought from various retailers at competitive prices.

School Uniform:

Grey trousers, grey skirt or pinafore (children may wear grey shorts or a
blue/white gingham dress /’playsuit/culottes/’skort’ as the weather dictates)
Plain white polo shirt or branded school white polo shirt

Navy, grey or white socks or tights

Navy v-neck branded school sweatshirt or navy branded school cardigan
Navy branded school reversible jacket (optional)

Navy branded school fleece (optional)

Plain black, closed toed shoes or boots (not above the ankle)

School cap (optional)

PE Kit: (worn to school on PE days)

Plain house colour T shirt or branded school house colour T shirt (Avery-Blue,
Penhill-Red, , )

Navy shorts or royal blue shorts (purchased from Caseys Schoolwear).

Plain navy tracksuit

Black, grey or white trainers. These should be as plain as possible with no bright
colours
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Swimming Kit (Yr5):

One-piece swimming costume or swimming trunks (on the knee or above)
Swimming hat

Towel

Pair of goggles(optional)

Please note that pupils may request changes to swimwear for religious reasons.
School Bags and Umbrellas:

e Branded school book bag (EYFS)

e Branded school rucksack (optional for Key Stage1 and Key Stage 2)

e School bags used by Key Stage 2 pupils should be no larger than the branded
school book bag

e Bags for sports club kits should be kept as small as possible as there is limited
storage space in corridors and classrooms

Please note that umbrellas are not allowed in school for health and safety reasons.
Hair and Accessories:

For health and safety reasons, we request that longer than shoulder length hair to be
tied back. Hair ties and bands should be in line with school colours. Pupils should style
their hair in a way that is appropriate for school yet makes them comfortable although
hair dye, nail varnish and tattoos are not permitted.

No jewellery should be worn except for small studs. Jewellery and head wear may be
worn for religious or medical reasons following discussion and agreement with the
Head Teacher.

Watches are allowed, but please note that smart watches are not.
Second hand Uniform:

Our parent association, Friends of Dulverton School (FODS), sells good quality second
hand school uniform which have been donated by other parents and carers. Uniform
sales are held regularly throughout the year and second hand uniforms can be
purchased at other times by contacting friendsofdulverton@hotmail.co.uk or
messaging FODS via their facebook page (www.facebook.com/friendsofdulverton).

Linked Documentation:

SEN/Inclusion
Anti-bullying Policy
Behaviour Policy
Complaints Procedure

e Home School Agreement Policy
e Staff Code of Conduct
e Equality
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